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ALPINE NOTES 

(Compiled by D. F. 0. Dangar) 

CHANGE OF EDITOR. With the publication of this issue Mr. A. D. M. 
Cox has resigned the Editorship of the Alpine Journal owing to pressure 
of work. The Committee has appointed Mr. A. B1ackshaw to succeed 
him. 

Mr. T. S. Blakeney and Mr. D. F. 0. Dangar continue as Assistant 
Editors. 

MARCEL KuRZ. News was received at the end of July of the death 
of our distinguished Honorary Member and we extend our sympathy 
to his widow, for her loss is one in which all mountaineers can share. 
There has not been time to get together an adequate obituary notice, 
but we shall commemorate Marcel Kurz in the next issue of the 
Alpine Journal. 

THE BEZINGI WALL. We now publish (illustration no. 85) the fine 
panorama which, it will be remembered, could not appear in our last 
issue owing to damage having occurred to the printers' block. The 
panorama should have accompanied the article by Herr Erich V anis, 
'The Bezingi Wall', pp. 57-64 of that issue, and we repeat our apologies 
to Herr Vanis that it had to be held over. 

· ONE· HUNDRED YEARS AGo. Although, with one or two exceptions, 
all the major peaks of the Alps had now been climbed, many virgin 
summits still remained. Coolidge, in The Alps in Nature and History, 
1ists twenty-three first ascents in 1867. The Tour du Grand St. Pierre, 
attacked in vain on four occasions, was climbed by D. W. Freshfield 
and three companions with the guides Daniel Bailey and Michel Payot. 
A few days later the same party made the first ascent of the Tour Ronde. 

The Gspaltenhorn, one of the minor problems of the Alps in 1867, 
was attempted more than once. Herr von Wattenwyl of the S.A.C. 
reached the second peak east of the highest point from the Sefinental 
and in a later attempt his guides attained a point above the Gamchiliicke, 
perhaps Pt. 3279 m. of the Rote Zahne. H. B. George and J. J. Hornby 
(the latter having made a few days earlier the first ascent of the Glets
cherhorn) with the renowned Oberland guides Christian Almer and 
Christian Lauener attacked the mountain from the Kiental and reached 
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the highest gap in the G·spaltenhorn-Btittlassen ridge but there, con
sidering that six or seven hours' step-cutting would be needed to reach 
the summit by way of the ice-slope on the Murren face, gave up their 
attempt. 

G. E. Foster, with Hans Baumann and Johann Kronig, made the 
first ascent of Mont Collon. 

F. Craufurd Grove became the first tourist to climb the Matterhorn from 
Breuil. Accompanied by J.-A. Carrel and two other guides, his was the 
third ascent of the mountain. Some weeks later five Valtournanche 
guides, with F elicite Carrel the daughter of one of them, made an attempt 
from Breuil, but Joseph and Jean-Pierre Maquignaz alone reached the 
summit, the other three guides and Felicite remaining some 350 ft. 
below the top. Felicite thus just missed by a narrow margin the distinc
tion of being the first woman to climb the Matterhorn. 

Although it was not until 1872 that the East face of Monte Rosa was 
climbed for the first time, ambitious eyes were already being turned 
towards the great wall and C. E. Mathews went up Pizzo Bianco with 
the sole object of examining the possibilities of a route on this face
'the most charming novelty yet left in the Alps.' 

Frank Walker and his daughter Lucy, with Melchior Anderegg and 
J ohann J aun, made the second ascent of the Bliimlisalphorn; it is 
curious that the climb was not repeated for seven years after the first 
ascent in 186o. 

Among other note\vorthy expeditions were the second ascent and 
first traverse of the Bietschhorn by Edmund von Fellenberg and the 
second ascent of the Pointe Whymper of the Grandes J orasses by 
H. B. George and Alexander Mortimer with Christian Almer and his 
son. An attempt to cross 'the extremely steep snow curtain' between it 
and the highest peak failed. 

A. W. Moore, one of the pioneers of winter mountaineering, made 
several expeditions in the Dauphine in the middle of winter including 
the second passage of the Breche de la Meije. So great was the interest 
aroused that, as 1\tloore \Vrote, 'the whole population of La Grave was 
collected in the road watching our progress' .1 

Edward Whymper, for long attracted by the Arctic, made the first of 
his two expeditions to Greenland. He landed at Jakobshavn on the 
west coast in mid-June, but was dogged throughout by bad luck and, 
as he himself wrote, 'failed completely in the immediate object of the 
journey (the penetration of the interior)'. He did at least demonstrate to 
his own satisfaction that it was possible to travel over the glacier-clad 
lands of the north with sledges. A visit to Disko Island and a valuable 
collection of fossils were some recompense for his failure to advance 
more than a very short distance into the interior. 

1 A.J. 4· 325. 



322 ALPINE NOTES 

JOHN TYNDALL. The eminent scientist and mountaineer, Professor 
John Tyndall, died in 1893 and was buried in St. Bartholomew's church
yard at Haslemere, Surrey. 

His grave had become sadly neglected and it is satisfactory to know 
that the Royal Institution, to which he rendered many years of valuable 
service, has arranged for it to be reconditioned. This work has now 
been completed and the grave is planted with heather from Tyndall's 
beloved Hindhead. 

Tyndall was elected Professor of Natural Philosophy at the Royal 
Institution in 1853 and succeeded Faraday as Superintendent on the 
latter's death in· 1867. He held this post, together with his Professorship, 
until he retired in I 887. 

After the lapse of more than a century Tyndall's mountaineering 
achievements are perhaps in danger of being forgotten. Among them 
were the first ascent of the Weisshorn and the first passage of the 
Lauitor. He also made two of the early attempts on the IVIatterhorn and 
was the first to traverse it from Breuil to Zermatt. A solo ascent of Monte 
Rosa in I 8 sS a remarkable feat for that time was followed the next 
year by his spending twenty hours on the summit of Mont Blanc for 
scientific purposes. 

WINTER AsCENTS. Some outstanding 'first winter ascents' were 
achieved in the early months of the year. The Italians Angelo Bozzetti 
and Luigi Pramotton climbed the West face of the Aiguille Noire de 
Peuterey by the Ratti-Vitali route of 1939. Once reckoned as one of the 
most difficult climbs in the Alps this great wall is more than 2000 ft. 
in height. The party had to bivouac twice before reaching the summit 
on the afternoon of February 2. During the descent, after another 
bivouac some 6 so ft. below the summit, Bozzetti fell, the rope broke 
and he was killed after a fall of nearly soo ft. 

After an unsuccessful attempt defeated by bad weather, Rene 
Desmaison and Robert Flematty made the first winter ascent of the 
Central Pillar of Freney between January 31 and February 3· 

The North-east face of the Grand Cornier was climbed for the first 
time in winter by a Swiss party. Leaving a bivouac at 2.30 a.m. on 
February 3, they had reached I 2, I 70 ft. by the evening and continued 
for several ropes lengths in the brilliant starlight aided by the light of 
their head lamps. Delayed next day by ice and bad sno\v conditions, the 
three men passed a second night on the face and reached the summit 
about I o a.m. on the 5th. The North-east face of the Grand Cornier 
was climbed for the first time in 1932 by MM. Devies and Lagarde. 

Also in February, five Italian guides climbed the Santa Caterinagrat 
of the Nord End of 1\1onte Rosa. 

A notable achievement in the Dolomites was the first winter ascent of 
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the South face of the Marmolada di Rocca (Castiglioni-Vinatzer route) 
by the Austrians, Waiter Spitzenstatter and Otto Wiedmann. A. full 
account of this great expedition can be read in the July issue of Alpinismus. 

BEARS IN THE ALPS. An erroneous report, subsequently corrected, 
was published recently to the effect that a bear weighing I 6o kg. had 
been shot near Salvan in the Valais in September, 1966. We are in
debted to Mile. Hoflin, Secretary to the Director of the Basel Zoo, for 
the information that the last bear to be killed in the Swiss Alps was shot 
in the V al Minger, near Piz Pisoc, in I 904. 

The forest-clad slopes round Zernetz were the last home of the 
brown bear ( ursus arctos) in Switzerland: the area is now part of th~ 
National Park where the bear is protected. 

A century ago bears were not uncommon in the district and could 
sometimes even be seen from the high road, as in 186o when they were 
unusually numerous. 2 

In 1792 a bear frequented the slopes of the Kleine Scheidegg causing 
heavy losses among the grazing flocks. For a long time it evaded all 
attempts to destroy it but was eventually killed on the Mannlichen by a 
young man named Hans Kaufmann after a desperate struggle, brought 
about by Kaufmann's musket misfiring. The gallant hunter, in addition 
to the usual reward, received a special recompense of a new Iouis d'or 
for his bravery and a new musket to replace the one broken to pieces in 
killing the bear. 

The last wild bear to be killed in the canton of Berne was shot in 
I8Ig, and in the Grisons one was killed near Disentis in 1838. 
According to La Montagne et Alpinisme the last bear killed in the 
French Alps was shot in August, 1921, near the Col de Mongeois in the 
valley of the Arc. 

OLD RECORDS. A party climbing last year in the Southern Selkirks 
of British Columbia made the second ascent of a 1o,ooo ft. peak at the 
head of the Bain Brook and found on the summit the record of Alien 
Carpe who made the first ascent in 1920. 

It must be rare to find on a summit a record forty-six years old, and 
for so long an interval to elapse between the first and second ascents of a 
mountain, 3 but the finding of an even older record is mentioned in 
A.J. 3I. 215. In August, 1910, a Swiss party descending the Rotbrettgrat 
of the Jungfrau found a bottle containing the names of the Mathews
F ellenberg party left by them in the course of their attempt in 1863. 

When traversing the Schwarzmies in 1924, E. B. Beauman's party 

2 T. G. Bonney: The Building of the Alps, p. 276. 
3 Fifty-four years elapsed between the first (1827) and second ascents of 

the Romsdalshorn. 
22 
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found a bottle containing a piece of paper with the names of those who 
had .made the first tourist ascent in 1884.4 

TuRKISH ALPINE CLUB. In the Club's March circular it was reported 
that a message of friendship and welcome had been received from the 
President of the Turkish Alpine Club. Mr. S. E. P. Nowill writes that 
the T.A.C. (Tiirk Dagcilik Kuliibti) was founded in 1962 by Dr. Bozkurt 
Ergor and some of his friends but then lay dormant until last December, 
owing to Dr. Bozkurt's absence from Turkey. The Club has now been 
reactivated, in collaboration 'vith the semi-official Turkish 1\tlountain
eering Federation, Dr. Bozkurt having returned to Turkey. 

In April the Club numbered about fifty active members but few of 
them possessed any climbing equipment, for ice-axes, crampons, pitons, 
and other requirements cannot be bought locally. 

We extend our best wishes to the Turkish Alpine Club and trust it 
will enjoy a happy and prosperous future. 5 

CAUCASUS. The second ascent of the North face of Tetnuld, first 
climbed by J. R. Jenkins and l\1. S. Taylor of the Oxford University 
Caucasus Expedition on August 17-18, 1937, was made by a Czecho
slovak party in the summer of 1966. The Czechs took eleven hours to 
climb the c. 3950 ft. face. 

MAPS OF AFGHANISTAN. Maps of Afghanistan are now appearing as 
a result of the first complete survey of the country by Afghan, American 
and Russian experts. Up to the present (May, 1967) only the sheets 
for the northern part of the country have appeared, produced by the 
Soviet Union on a scale of I : 25o,ooo and I : 1oo,ooo. These maps 
include the Wakhan Corridor and the Province of Darwaz both 
districts are very difficult of access for mountaineers- - and the northern 
part of the rest of the country (IVlazar-i-Sharif, Herat). 

The sheets for the remaining districts of Afghanistan are being pre
pared by Afghan and American cartographers working in close co
operation. These maps of Central and Southern Afghanistan are 
appearing in the first instance on a scale of I : so,ooo. Until now, only 
the so-called 'Advance Copies' have been available (I: so,ooo ), on which 
the mountain and river systems are delineated but no names are recorded; 
these will appear in English. 

The completed maps of Southern and Central Afghanistan \vill 
appear first in quick succession ( r : so,ooo and 1 : 2 so,ooo) and they 
will be followed by the maps· covering the Hindu Kush. 

4 A.J. 36. 416. 
5 In addition to those in the A.J., articles containing useful information 

about the mountains of Turkey may be found in The Mountain World, 1955, 
pp. 16r-x68, and in Alpi11ismus, 1965, no. 8, pp. 34-36. 



ALPINE NOTES 

The most important districts of Afghanistan for the climber are the 
Wakhan Corridor and the Central Afghan Hindu Kush. The maps 
mentioned above (1 : 25o,ooo and I : Ioo,ooo) are available for the 
Wakhan Corridor, but for the latter area the 'Advance Copies' only have 
been available since I 96 5 in the Cartographical Institute in Kabul. 
They may be inspected here, but a permit is necessary, which can be 
obtained through the applicant's embassy from the Ministry of Mines 
and Industries. 

Since last year, the Wakhan Corridor maps and the 'Advance Copies' 
of the Central Afghan Hindu Kush have been obtainable from the 
Reise und Verkehrsverlag, 21 Gutenbergstrasse, D 7000 Stuttgart, at a 
price of DM 16 for the maps, and of DM 3-5, according to the sheet, 
for the 'Advance Copies'. · 

As already mentioned, only the mountain and river systems are 
indicated on the 'Advance Copies' and no names are recorded. These 
'Advance Copies', however, are of inestimable help to the climber, as it is 
now possible precisely to indicate the heights of the mountains and, 
above all, to determine the position of those peaks that have been climbed 
and thus show in full the mountaineering exploration of the country. 

w. FREY. 

MoUNT THORINGTON. The Canadian Permanent Committee on 
Geographic Names, Ottawa, has confirmed the name of Mount 
Thorington for a peak of c.. 9900 ft. in the Kootenay District of British 
Columbia, 50° 48' N., I I6° 57' W. 

Further particulars are given by Messrs. West and Robinson in 
A.A.J. 9· (I954) 56.: 'East of the pass [at the head of Crystalline Creek] 
is a high snow-plastered ridge, two miles long, like a miniature Dawson 
Range in the Selkirks, with a western tongue of the Conrad Icefield 
along its northern flank. We named this ridge Mt. Thorington in honor 
of the patron of our expedition who, during his long associati~n with 
the guide Conrad Kain, brought to light most of our present knowledge 
of the Purcell Divide and completed from Conrad's memoirs after the 
latter,s death, the stirring autobiography Where the Clouds Can Go.' 

U NROPED. Yet another distinguished mountaineer has met his 
death in consequence of being unroped. On January 3 I J acques Batkin, 
one of the most capable of French mountaineers, fell into a crevasse on 
Mount McKinley through the breaking of a snow bridge and died of 
his injuries. 

THE HIGHEST MouNTAIN~ IN BHUTAN. Chomolhari (7315 m.) 
situated on the Bhutan-Tibet border near to Phari and climbed by 
Spencer Chapman in I937 is considered by the Bhutanese to be the 
highest mountain in Bhutan. 
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Professor A. Gansser thinks that Gankerpunzum (c. 7500 m.) 
situated in North Bhutan is the highest peak. 

Two peaks, Chomolhari Kangri and Rinchita, that we observed in 
1964 and 1965, have a similar relationship to each other as Kula Kangri 
and Kangri (Indian Survey). Kula Kangri (7554 m.) is situated on the 
border or within Bhutan, whilst Kangri (7480 m.) lies further to the 
south in Bhutan. From visual observations it seemed that Chomolhari 
Kangri, Rinchita, and Chomolhari (Chumbi) were similar in height. 

Chomolhari Kangri was a huge, heavily glaciated plateau covering 
a considerable area, without any particularly outstanding summit. This 
name was ascribed to a number of different points, by the Lunana 
inhabitants, though it was most usually given to the mountain described. 

Gankerpunzum described by Gansser seems, after consideration of 
his map in The Mountain World, to be in a position similartothatascribed 
by us to Rinchita. 

If this is the case, then Kula Kangri (Indian Survey) may well be. the 
same as Kula Kangri ( Gansser, N akao) and Chomolhari Kangri (J ackson 
and Ward), whilst Kangri (Indian Survey), Gankerpunzum (Gansser), 
and Rinchita (Jackson and Ward) may also be the same peak. 

The differences in nomenclature could be explained by the fact that 
the Indian Survey was carried out from the north, in Southern Tibet, 
Professor Gansser made his observations from the south and east, whilst 
our observations were made from the west. 

Presumably the inhabitants of the separate areas, \vho rarely com
municate, have given these peaks separate names. 

The final elucidation of this confused topographical situation a\vaits 
a trigonometrical survey of the Bhutan Himal. 6 

FREDERIC ]ACKSON 

l\1ICHAEL WARD 

HANUMAN TIBBA (Solang Weisshorn). A few days after the second 
ascent, 7 a party of seven young Indian girls of the National Cadet Corps, 
all under twenty-one years of age and accompanied by three Sherpas 
and an instructor, made the third ascent. They crossed the Beas-Kund 
Pass, placed a camp on the \Vest ridge and thus made the first ascent 
from the west. 

THE SINGING MouNTAIN. .J\ note in the American Alpine Club's 
N e'WS refers to this peculiar peak. The 'Singing Mountain' is situated 

e References: F. Spencer Chapman: 'The Ascent of Chomolhari, 1937', 
H.J. IO. 126. l\. Gansser: The Mountain World, 1964- 65, p. 88. S. Nakao: 
Unknown Bhutan, (Japanese), I959· M. Ward: 'Bhutan Himal: some 
further observations', A . J. 7 I. 28 r. 

7 See pp. 201-1 1. 
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in Russian Central Asia, eighty-five miles east of Alma Atta and has now 
been placed under State protection, presumably because of its curious 
qualities. 

When human beings or animals tread on it in high winds a strange 
noise is produced, but this does not occur in wet weather. 

Visitors who have taken home samples of its sand aver that if stirred a 
hooting sound will be given out for some time afterwards. 

Scientists have been carrying out tests to endeavour to establish 
the cause of this strange phenomenon. 

1\tloNT BLANC: AN AMERICAN AscENT. J. K." Stone (I84o-1921) is 
the subject of an article by Dr. Thorington in this issue; he was the 
first American member of the A.C. (186o) and had made an ascent 
of Mont Blanc in 1857 with his half-brother, the Rev. Archibald lVI. 
1\tiorrison (1827-1888). His 186o alpine journey is shown in some 
detail in Dr. Thorington's study and he has sent us later the following 
additional notes:-

' Morrison's fourth son, Cald\vell, received his M. D. degree from 
New York University in 1889, was in general practice at Newark for 
many years and died at Summit, N.J., on December 24, 1947. His 
daughter has the certificate of his ascent of Mont Blanc, certificate 
no. 984, as well as an alpenstock, at the top of which are his initials 
C.M., followed by: SPLUGEN, VIA MALA. 0BERALP. SAN GoTTHARD. 
FuRKA. RHoNE GLACIER. GRIMSEL JocH. RIGI. PILATUS. BRUNIG . . 

GRINDELWALD GL. LAUBER HoRN. GEMMI. GaRNER GRAT. GaRNER 

GL. METELHORN. THEODULE. CoL nu GEANT. SAL VAN. MoNT BLANC.' 

Also preserved is a long letter from Caldwelll\tlorrison to his parents: 
part of this was written on August 30, I 886, on the summit of Mont Blanc. 
'rhey had reached the Grands Mulets on Saturday, the 28th, but though 
other climbers ascended the mountain the next day, the two Morrisons 
conscientiously observed the Sabbatarian principles in which they had 
been raised, and spent the day at the Grands Mulets 'very quietly and 
properly, making it a day of rest .... Our guides and other travellers 
thinking us very peculiar, doubtless'. Tempora mutantur! 

EXPEDITIONS. An Austrian party led by Erich Vanis and Franz 
Huber was in the Pik Lenin area of the Pamirs in July and August. 
More than half the fourteen participants were members of the O.A.K. 
Pik Lenin (formerly known as Pik Kaufmann), 23,407 ft., is the third 
highest mountain in the U.S.S.R. and was first climbed by Herren 
Allwein, Schneider and Wien in 1928, the fourth mountain over 23,000 
ft. to be ascended. 

In the Hindu Kush two of the few remaining virgin 7ooo-ers fell 
to a small party from the Salzburg section of the O.A.V. who tnade 

• 
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the first ascents of the North (7373 m.) and North-east (7232 m.?) 
peaks of Istor-o-N al. s 

A party from the Schorndorf section of the D.A.V. made the first 
ascent from the Rosh Gol of the South peak of Languta-i ... Barfi, and 
Saraghrar is reported to have been unsuccessfuly attempted by a 
Japanese expedition. 

EwART ScoTT GROGAN (1874-1967). It is seventy years since E. S. 
Grogan commenced his walk from Cape Province to Cairo that was 
to make him famous. He had joined the Alpine Club a year earlier, 
in 1896, and he resigned in 1914. Educated at Winchester and Jesus 
College, Cambridge, he went out to South Africa in 1895 and served 
in the second Matabele War (1896). He became a Captain in the 4th 
(Militia) Battalion of the Royal Munster Fusiliers in 1900, and he was 
to serve throughout the first World War (Major, East African Field 
Force; D.S.O.; twice mentioned in despatches; an Officer of the Order 
of Leopold of Belgium). He travelled extensively in Australasia, the 
South Pacific, and North and South America, and was a Liberal 
Unionist candidate for Newcastle-under-Lyme in 1910. 

In an introduction to the book about his great journey, Cecil Rhodes 
observed that he envied Grogan in having succeeded in the age-old 
explorer's ambition of walking the length of Africa. In later years 
Grogan dwelt in East Africa, and he may be said to have lived through 
the whole of European Kenyan history. 

8 See A.J. 72. 7 for remarks on the hei~:hts of the lstor-o-Nal peaks. 
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